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haunted the Emperor seemed to be personified in this
courtier, supreme terror of the man who was terrorizing
all Europe. Talleyrand endured everything-insults, hu-
miliations, suspicion, vexations-without a quiver, with
the impassivity of the grand seigneur who despises where
he cannot rebel.
From 1810 to 1814, Talleyrand's life must have been
a hell Forced to be a courtier after having been a bishop;
living in a spurious Court, chained to a task that was
futile yet engrossing; spied upon from all sides by unseen
powers; pulled this way and that by relentless animosities
which waited only for a favorable opportunity to fall on
him and destroy him; completely at the mercy of a man
in the clutches of a persecution complex, who hated him
and seemed to be playing a cat-and-mouse game with him.
This resembled the endless agony of a man condemned
to death, whose execution is constantly deferred. No his-
tory has yet given an account of this drama, because every
historian has passed over the perpetual danger in which
Talleyrand lived between 1806 and 1814. They compare
his position with that of a Minister or high functionary
of the Third Republic, living in Paris in complete per-
sonal safety, free to say anything he wanted. Instead, he
was forced to suspect everyone, to be on constant guard
in his conversations, even with friends, and take care with
the most insignificant letter that he wrote, never knowing
what would happen to him from one day to the next:
whether he would be entrusted with an important duty to
perform for the Empire or whether he would be locked
up in Vincennes.x
What patience, what self-control, what dissimulation,
what courage must have been necessary to endure this
interminable anguishl But, while identifying himself
more and more with the agony df a Europe devastated
by fear and violence, in the depths of his solitude he
iThe Chiteau dc Vincennes, in which political prisoners were in-
carcerated